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December 21, 2009
Mark B. Tobey 

Special Counsel for State Relations and Agriculture
Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20530
Dear Mr. Tobey:
As a member of Rocky Mountain Farmers Union, I am deeply concerned about the impact of concentrated agricultural markets on family farms and ranches, rural communities, and our national food security. The ignorant application of patent law is allowing multi-national companies to seize control of basic food products. Under existing application of the law, a seed company controlling 80% of the market for a specific food, such as soybeans, successfully sues local farmers because their crops were pollinated by plants grown from the company's patented seed. As the law is interpreted today, such a company has driven a traditional seed cleaner out of business, on the grounds that by washing the seed produced by farmers who refused use the company's seed, he was "encouraging patent violation." 
Patent law and intellectual property rights must be revisited with representatives at the table who understand the organic, natural sciences that are the foundation of agriculture. Corporations' vast financial resources can destroy an individual farmer with nothing more than the threat of a lawsuit. In such a world, the law must take away such ridiculous grounds for suit as "accidental pollination."

We look forward to working with the Department of Justice and the USDA to help inform the public and our elected leaders about this issue and to develop rules and regulations that ensure the safety of our food supply, the profitability of family agriculture, and the sustainability of our rural communities.

Sincerely,
Roy Pfaltzgraff
Phillips/Sedgwick President/Community Affairs
Rocky Mountain Farmers Union

5655 S. Yosemite #400

303.752.5800
rmfu.org
Rocky Mountain Farmers Union
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