To Whom It May Concern:

It has been said in farming circles that the only two businesses’ that can ignore anti-trust laws are agriculture and baseball. Well, baseball can be controlled by the fans should they choose not to attend the games. As for agriculture, everyone needs to eat, and the dangerous effects of consolidation and vertical and horizontal integration are showing up in the dairy and meat industries, food safety issues, and retail.

The University of Missouri has studied the food system consolidation issue for nearly ten years. A very import report they published in 2001 is titled “Consolidation in Food Retailing and Dairy: Implications for Farmers and Consumers In A Global Food System” which is available at the university website.

The report states, “Average market concentration of the four top retailers in individual metropolitan areas around the US stood at 73% just a few years ago and there is little indication that it has decreased.” The same can be said for other sectors of agriculture such as meat, dairy, and seed companies. 

We are moving ever closer to a centralized system that lacks diversity and is highly vulnerable. A system where consumers are deceived into thinking they have choices when they shop but when they fill their shopping carts all the items may come from only five parent companies. That may be more choice then the farmer has. In some cases, the same company that sells the farmer the seed is the same company that buys the harvest and the company dictates the price at either end. 

Farmers and consumers need fair choices. Farmers must be allowed to enter the market place at the level that best serves their business and community. If we want food sovereignty, we must give farmers the tools they need to provide food for their neighbors, their state, region, or nation with reasonable checks and balances at each level of participation in the market place. The alternative is a highly centralized system that is vulnerable and probably/eventually removed from this country and imported. 

Bust the trusts and let the farmers serve their local, state, and regional needs and we may find that we not only have food sovereignty, but we may have food security.
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