To the Department of Justice:
I am a mother of two who cares deeply about health, justice, and the environment. I also work for fair trade and co-operatives. Over the years I have learned how more and more of the brands we see in supermarkets are owned by a handful of giant multi-national corporations. These corporations are not interested in transparency, or in guaranteeing fair minimum prices to farmers – or even sourcing ingredients from small family farmers. They are not interested in paying fair wages to workers in their processing plants, or respecting basic human and labor rights (see for example Smithfield, or any number of livestock or poultry processing plants). They are interested in making the largest possible profit. And they are succeeding at making huge profits, to the detriment of farmers, workers, and consumers. That is not right. 
The same concentration of ownership is also taking place among retailers. This, again, hurts small farmers, since giant retailers don’t want to be bothered sourcing products from small farmers, and it hurts consumers, who have fewer choices and less transparency than they might in a more competitive retail environment. In addition, when retailers, including large natural-foods chains, offer private-label products, they are acting like the giant food processors and marketers. The retailers put tremendous downward pressure on prices, insisting on very low prices from the manufacturers who make and package the private-label foods. The downward pressure is then passed along, again, to farmers and workers, while consumers do not actually see a benefit. 
Fighting concentration in the food industry will help everyone – farmers, workers, and consumers. Perhaps most importantly, it will improve the business climate for small farmers, whose contributions to our society go beyond food ingredients to include positive impacts on our environment and our local communities and economies. Supporting small farmers, especially those using low-input farming methods, and supporting local and regional food processing and distribution would have the added benefit of significantly reducing greenhouse gas emissions while increasing economic and social justice.
Thank you for inviting comments on this very important topic.
Sincerely,
Sarah K. Belfort
Sarah K. Belfort
164 Sea St.
Quincy, MA 02169

