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To State, Local, and Tribal Law Enforcement Agencies: 

On May 22, 2013, the Department of Justice (Department) advised the state, local, and 
tribal law enforcement agencies participating in the Department's Equitable Sharing Program 
that because of the fiscal challenges posed by sequestration, equitable sharing payments would 
henceforth be reduced by 10 percent of the awarded amount. At the time, the Department did 
not know how long this reduction would be in effect. 

The Asset Forfeiture Management Staff recently issued guidance advising the Asset 
Forfeiture and Money Laundering Section (AFMLS) and other Department components that the 
challenging fiscal environment caused by the sequester has not improved during the intervening 
months. As a result, the Department has decided to continue the 10 percent reduction through 
the federal government's 2014 fiscal year. As noted in the May announcement, there is no 
change in how equitable shares are calculated and determined to offset this reduction. 

AFMLS and the Department remain committed to the Asset Forfeiture Program and to 
our valued law enforcement partners, whose dedication and efforts are essential to the Asset 
Forfeiture Program's success. The Department and its leadership has and will continue to make 
every effort to minimize the impact of sequestration. As always, AFMLS welcomes your 
thoughts and concerns. Please direct any correspondence to Afmls.aca@usdoj.gov. Thank you 
for your understanding and cooperation during these fiscally challenging times. 
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